      Earthquake Response Guidelines

“On the Rock of Ages founded, What can shake thy sure repose?”
Christian Science Hymnal, from Hymn 71

During an earthquake you may experience a gentle shaking that may become violent in a second or two.  There may be a noise like an oncoming train preceding the quake. Hanging items may swing and the building may be heard to creak. In larger earthquakes, things may begin to fall.  Books, plants, and material can fall from shelves; tall, unanchored furnishings might fall over; and unsecured light fixtures and ceiling panels may fall.  Windows may break. The first shock is generally the most severe.  After the first quake, it is common to have a series of “after-shocks” of a somewhat lesser magnitude up to several days after the initial quake. 

Take action at the first indication of the ground shaking.  There is no warning period and no alarm will sound.  Therefore, all attention should be directed towards the following life safety guidelines:

· If an earthquake strikes while you are in a building, take cover immediately under a sturdy object (e.g. table, desk, door frame.)

· Be prepared to move with the object and, if possible, grab the object.
· Cover your head, neck and face to the fullest extent possible.
· Stay away from, to the fullest extent possible, windows and items that might fall.
· If in bed, hold on and stay there. Protect your head with a pillow.

· Do not attempt an evacuation during the earthquake.

· After shaking stops, if the earthquake has caused damage or if you smell gas or smoke, evacuate and remain prepared for aftershocks.

· Do not move seriously injured individuals.
· Provide search and rescue personnel with the last known location of any missing victim.

· Outside, seek an open area away from power lines, trees, buildings, or other objects that might fall.

· If in a vehicle, pull off the road and turn off the engine away from trees, power lines, overpasses, bridges, and large structures that might fall.  Stay in the vehicle.

· If you need help, call Campus Security at ext. 5111 College / ext. 3111 School.


(Continued next page)
After an Earthquake

1. Do not return to the building for any reason until it has been declared safe by Campus Security or fire department.

2. Report serious casualties, spilled chemicals, or other potentially harmful materials by calling Campus Security at ext. 5111 College / ext. 3111 School.

3. Do not light any fires after the earthquake. Do not use matches, lighters, electric switches, or any source of ignition until you are certain that there are no gas leaks.

4. Before entering, be sure all electrical power to either the building or the campus has been turned off. If declared safe, then electricity can be turned back on.

5. After entering buildings, and before flushing toilets, check with authorities to see if sewage lines are intact.

6. Double-check drinking water.

7. Do not eat or drink from containers that were open during the quake. They might contain shattered glass or contaminants.
 
8. Do not use elevators.

9. All employees, guests, and especially “off-campus volunteers” should be reminded not to smoke inside the buildings.

10. Listen to the radio for important instructions and emergency shelter information.

11. Check for structural damage and relocate outside, if necessary.

12. In an emergency The Principia will communicate as quickly as possible with parents to report on their son/daughter. Parents should wait for that call rather than calling in and tying up the phone lines.  Parents may at any time call the Principia College hot-line at 618/374-5588 and The Principia School hot-line at 314/ 514-3000 for recorded information or check the web at http://www.prin.edu/hotline. 
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· After each aftershock, apply the 12 steps in “after an earthquake.”

· Stay out of damaged buildings; aftershocks can shake them down.



