Fire/Explosion Response Guidelines 

“Yet error's tempest and its fire Before that still small voice retire.”
Christian Science Hymnal, from Hymn 74


Become familiar with fire alarm pull stations and exit locations in your area. When a fire alarm is activated, all occupants must evacuate the building in a prompt and safe manner.  Fire Deputies should be the last occupants to leave the building to insure everyone has exited.  Should a person have to remain in the building due to circumstances beyond his or her control, the Fire Deputy will notify the arriving fire officials of the person’s location and the condition of the individual (i.e., disabled, wheelchair bound, injured, etc).

The alarm systems notify both the Front Gate and the fire alarm monitoring company of a fire condition at the location in which the alarm was activated.  Campus Security will immediately contact the College/School Incident Commander and inform him/her of the situation. Campus Security will then go to that location to determine the response needed, inform the arriving emergency personnel of their findings, and assist with traffic and crowd control.  

If you discover a fire in any building on campus or if there is an explosion:  

· Immediately pull the alarm at the closest fire alarm pull station.
· Call Campus Security ext. 5111 College / ext. 3111 School
· Walk in a single file to the right through corridors and stairwells to the closest emergency exit. 
· Do not use elevators.  Do not use cell phones.
· Avoid unnecessary talking and keep the lines moving.   
· Individuals requiring assistance to evacuate should proceed to a stairwell and wait for help. 
· If you encounter smoke, stay close to the floor and crawl along the wall to the nearest exit.
· When approaching a closed door, feel the door with the back of your hand.  If the door is cool, carefully open it and (if safe) proceed with the evacuation.  If the door is hot, do not open it; find another exit.
· All evacuees are to assemble in designated areas.
· No one is to return to the building until authorized by the fire department or the College/School Incident Commander.

In an emergency The Principia will communicate as quickly as possible with parents to report on their son/daughter. Parents should wait for that call rather than calling in and tying up the phone lines.  Parents may at any time call the Principia College hot-line at 618/374-5588 and The Principia School hot-line at 314/ 514-3000 for recorded information or check the web at http://www.prin.edu/hotline. 
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