


	                 Tornado/Severe Weather Response Guidelines

“The tender Christ is here to bless, And all the storms of earth are stilled.” 
Christian Science Hymnal, from Hymn 34

Tornadoes
A tornado is a rotating, funnel-shaped cloud which strikes the ground with winds that may exceed 200 miles per hour. There is not a sufficient warning period to close Principia or to effectively protect its assets.  Therefore all attention should be directed towards the following life safety procedures: 
· If the siren sounds, respond immediately.   Do not activate fire alarm.
· Keep calm.  Speak to others calmly and distinctly.
· Go to interior areas/hallways/basement or designated safe areas of the building.  
· Do not use elevator. Close doors.
· Faculty/house parents/resident counselors should take class book/house lists and take attendance.
· Evacuate trailers and temporary structures; proceed immediately to a structurally secure building.  Do not seek cover in gyms, auditoriums, or large open areas, 
· Avoid west- and south-facing exterior walls and rooms (tornadoes generally travel from the southwest to the northeast in the U.S.A.).
· Take cover under a sturdy object.
· Protect your head, neck and face.
· Stay away from windows and objects that might fall (e.g., trees, bookshelves, etc.)
· If possible, cover yourself with some sort of thick padding (mattress, blankets, etc.) to protect against falling debris in case the roof and ceiling fail.
· In halls, stairways, or other areas where no cover is available:
· Move to an interior wall;
· Kneel with your back to the wall
· Place your head close to your knees
· Covers the sides of your head with your elbows; and,
· Clasp your hands firmly behind your neck.
· Wait until you receive a signal or announcement to return to your room/office.
· If caught in a vehicle, do not try to outrun a tornado.  Leave the vehicle and go to a substantial structure.  (If you are in a vehicle near downed power lines, stay inside--do not try to leave your vehicle or open windows.)  If there is no shelter nearby, lie flat in the nearest ditch, ravine, or culvert and shield your head with your hands.
· If you come across downed power lines, stay away.  Assume power is live, even if no arcing or fire is present.  
· If a tornado strikes your building, call Campus Security ext. 5111 College/ext. 3111 School 
 
(Continued next page)

After The Tornado
· If with others, stay together and wait for emergency personnel to arrive.
· Carefully render aid to those who are injured. 
· Stay away from power lines and puddles with wires in them; they may still be carrying electricity! 
· Watch your step to avoid broken glass, nails, and other sharp objects. 
· Stay out of any heavily damaged houses or buildings; they could collapse at any time. 
· Do not use matches or lighters, in case of leaking natural gas pipes or fuel tanks nearby. 
· Remain calm and alert, and listen for information and instructions from emergency crews or local officials. 
In an emergency The Principia will communicate as quickly as possible with parents to report on their son/daughter. Parents should wait for that call rather than calling in and tying up the phone lines.  Parents may at any time call the Principia College hot-line at 618/374-5588 and The Principia School hot-line at 314/ 514-3000 for recorded information or check the web at http://www.prin.edu/hotline

Thunderstorms

Observe the following rules if lightning is occurring or is about to commence:

· Avoid water fixtures, telephone lines and any electrical conducting materials.

· Stay inside buildings and off the grounds.  Modern buildings are designed to withstand significant damage resulting from thunderstorm wind, rain, hail and lightning strikes.

· If you are in a car and it has a hard top, stay inside and keep the windows rolled up. Keep in mind that because cars are low profile and supported on rubber tires (an effective electric insulator), they are generally (but not always) safe from lightning strikes.  Electrical current will also generally follow a path around, rather than through, the passenger compartment (not necessarily true for convertibles).

· If in an open area, go to the nearest ditch or ravine and drop to your knees.  
· Do not stand in an open area
· Do not stand underneath a tall tree (especially if it is in an isolated area)
· Do not seek shelter in a small structure in an open area
· Do not stand in or around a body of water
· If in a wooded area, go to a low area of small trees/bushes.    
· Stay away from anything metal (farm equipment, golf clubs, wire fences, metal buildings, etc.
· If you feel your hair standing on end, drop to your knees bend forward and put your hands on your knees.  Do not lie flat on the ground.

(Continued next page)

.

The National Weather Service, an arm of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) monitors all weather-related activity. Campus Security is responsible for monitoring the weather radio.  The following terms are used in describing approaching weather conditions:

Severe weather watch: A Severe Thunderstorm Watch outlines an area where an organized episode of hail 3/4 inch diameter or larger and/or damaging thunderstorm winds are expected during a three to eight hour period. A Tornado Watch includes the large hail and damaging wind threats, as well as the possibility of multiple tornadoes. Typical watches cover about 25,000 square miles, or about half the size of Iowa. 

Severe weather warning: Whereas a Watch means severe weather is possible during the next few hours, a Warning means that severe weather has been observed, or is expected soon. 

Signs of a tornado: Weather forecasting science is not perfect and some tornadoes do occur without a tornado warning. There is no substitute for staying alert to the sky. Besides an obviously visible tornado, here are some things to look and listen for: 
1. Strong, persistent rotation in the cloud base. 
2. Whirling dust or debris on the ground under a cloud base -- tornadoes sometimes have no funnel! 
3. Hail or heavy rain followed by either dead calm or a fast, intense wind shift. Many tornadoes are wrapped in heavy precipitation and can't be seen. 
4. Day or night - Loud, continuous train-like roar or rumble, which doesn't fade in a few seconds like thunder. 
5. Night - Small, bright, blue-green to white flashes at ground level near a thunderstorm (as opposed to silvery lightning up in the clouds). These mean power lines are being snapped by very strong wind, maybe a tornado. 
6. Night - Persistent lowering from the cloud base, illuminated or silhouetted by lightning -- especially if it is on the ground or there is a blue-green-white power flash underneath. 
Winter/Ice Storms

· Principia will close if travel conditions become dangerous. 
· Extreme caution should be observed when conditions are icy.
· When traveling under bad weather conditions, keep your motor vehicle in good mechanical condition with properly inflated tires with good tread.  Reduce driving speeds.  
· If hydroplaning occurs on wet pavement or slipping occurs on a frozen road, take your foot off the gas to gradually reduce driving speed.  Steer into the skid and gradually regain control of the vehicle.  
· Do not drive into moving water, deep water or into water where the depth is unknown



